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SUEPKISE OF FULVIUS.

the town, he left Ms baggage in a safe place in Bruttium,
where he had been camping, and taking a force stated at
thirty thousand men, of which six thousand was horse, he ad-
vanced in light order and by rapid marches to Herdonia,
where he at once went into camp near Fulvius. Under cover

Second Battle of Herdonia.

of the hills, before the latter heard of his arrival, Hannibal
drew up in line and offered battle. Fiilvras had but twenty
thousand infantry and less than two thousand horse ; but
he was unwilling to decline the combat. He hastily formed
his men in two lines of cohorts, one Roman and one allied
legion in each line, the velites in the front, the horse on the
flanks. Hannibal likewise had two lines, both of foot and
heavy horse, tibe latter having the light-mounted men in theirous effect on these
